
Strategy Evaluation Checklist 

Criterion Status Notes 

Believable Core 
Logic 

🟢 Employs systematic pre-match quantitative 
profiling (OnCourt database) on a real WTA 
Challenger/Tour matchup (Zeynep Sönmez vs. 
Elvina Kalieva), evaluating 12-month hardcourt 
serve/return metrics and quality-of-competition 
splits. 

Sustainable Market 
Principles 

🟢 Recognizes standard retail statistical traps: 
explains why Kalieva's surface stats appear 
superior on paper (inflated against lower-tier ITF 
opposition) and why Sönmez is the rightful 
market favorite at $1.50$. 

Mathematically 
Likely to Succeed 

🟢 Formulates an asymmetric, value-driven in-play 
trade plan (demanding price drift on the 
pre-match favorite into the $2.10–2.30$ range) 
and hedges liability early at $1.70$, locking in 
upside on the favorite. 

Robustness Against 
Commercial Hype / 
Scams 

🟢 Free of sensationalist claims, artificial 
intelligence buzzwords, fake income promises, 
or high-pressure sales funnels. Focuses strictly 
on statistical analysis and execution 
parameters. 

Sound Risk 
Management & 
Staking Discipline 

🟢 Clear, defined execution criteria: refuses to back 
the favorite pre-match at compressed odds 
($1.50$), requires in-play drift to achieve 
positive expected value (+EV), and defines an 
exact liability removal threshold ($1.70$). 



Practical Relevance 
for Traders 

🟢 Demonstrates a practical workflow for filtering 
data, reconciling model discrepancies against 
exchange prices, and planning conditional 
in-play entries. 

BS Factor Rating: 82 / 100 
(100 = Sound, mathematically robust, and achievable; 0 = Totally unbelievable, unsustainable, 
and guaranteed to fail) 

Summary & Score Justification 
This video by TradeShark Betfair Tennis Trading (Free Tennis Trading Tip - Sonmez v Kalieva 
in Memphis) scores 82/100, representing a credible, grounded, and realistic example of 
pre-match tennis trading analysis. 

Key Reasons for the Score: 
1.​ Nuanced Quality-of-Competition Analysis: 

○​ Many naive statistical systems fail because they treat all match statistics equally. 
The presenter identifies that Kalieva’s 12-month hold and serve figures are 
inflated due to playing primarily in lower-tier ITF tournaments, while Sönmez has 
been competing against higher-caliber opponents on the main WTA tour. 

○​ This explains why Sönmez is priced as the $1.50$ favorite on Betfair despite 
trailing in raw 12-month service percentages. 

2.​ Disciplined Price-Floor Strategy: 
○​ Rather than placing a naked, negative-expectation pre-match bet at $1.50$, the 

trader establishes an in-play conditional setup: 
■​ Entry Target: Back Sönmez only if in-match momentum or an early break 

drifts her price into the $2.10–2.30$ window. 
■​ Risk Management: Remove liability at $1.70$ upon a recovery, leaving 

all accumulated green on the superior player. 
■​ Plan B: Refuse entry if market odds fail to reach the value threshold. 

3.​ Absence of Hype & False Claims: 
○​ The video makes no promises of guaranteed income or "100% win rates." It 

presents a straightforward research workflow and directs viewers to companion 
blog posts for post-match trade reviews. 

4.​ Areas Lacking Full Rigor (Why it is 82, not 95+): 
○​ Absence of Staking Formulas: The video outlines entry and exit price ranges 

but does not specify formal fractional Kelly staking or bankroll allocation 
percentages. 
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