
Strategy Evaluation Checklist 

Criterion Status Notes 

Believable Core Logic ❌ Teaches traders to evaluate strategies by 
retroactively fitting entry points and markets 
onto a known past match result (Freiburg vs 
Aston Villa). 

Out-of-Sample 
Sustainability 

❌ Re-trading a single match with hindsight 
knowledge of exact goal minutes is the 
antithesis of statistical validation. 

Mathematically Likely 
to Succeed (+EV Focus) 

❌ Zero probability modeling or price 
discrepancy analysis; confuses retrospective 
optimization with positive expected value 
(+EV). 

Robustness Against 
Overfitting / Hindsight 
Bias 

❌ Severe hindsight bias: explicitly admits 
placing bets and dutching scorelines 
"knowing how the match turned out" to 
engineer higher theoretical profit. 

Sound Risk/Reward & 
Staking Model 

❌ Shows cross-market combinations (Match 
Odds + Correct Score + First Half Overs) 
without evaluating multi-market liability 
exposure or downside risk. 

Practical Market 
Execution 

❌ Skipping directly between goals via a "Next 
Goal" macro ignores live in-play execution 
latency, market suspension locks, and order 
matching queues. 

BS Factor Rating: 16 / 100 



(100 = Sound, mathematically robust, and achievable; 0 = Totally unbelievable, unsustainable, 
and guaranteed to fail) 

Critique & Score Justification 
This video by Sports Trading Life demonstrates the "Football Trading Super Simulator" (an 
Excel macro spreadsheet) by walking through how to "re-trade" an old match that already 
concluded (Freiburg vs Aston Villa). The entire premise promotes extreme hindsight bias and 
pseudo-quantitative strategy design. 

Key Breakdown of Flaws: 
1.​ Explicit, Severe Hindsight Bias: 

○​ The presenter loads a match with known historical events (Aston Villa scoring in 
the 41st, 45th, and 58th minutes) and tests various ways to extract more profit: 

■​ First, straight backing Aston Villa (£31 profit). 
■​ Second, dutching 2-0, 3-0, and 2-1 (£57 profit). 
■​ Third, delaying entry to 30 minutes to get higher odds (1.83 vs 1.60). 
■​ Fourth, backing First Half Over 0.5 & Over 1.5 at 30 minutes "knowing 

that bonus goal arrives." 
○​ In quantitative finance and sports trading, optimizing an entry rule because you 

already know a goal was scored at minute 41 is the literal definition of 
look-ahead bias / hindsight distortion. Teaching amateur traders to adjust 
strategies based on retrospective knowledge is mathematically destructive. 

2.​ Absence of Quantitative Validation ($N=1$ Fallacy): 
○​ Testing multiple strategy variations on a single known fixture provides zero 

statistical validity. An angle that "maximizes profit" on one specific match will 
fail systematically across an out-of-sample population where goals do not fall at 
convenient times. 

○​ There is no underlying Poisson distribution, no calculation of market efficiency, no 
Monte Carlo simulation, and no train/test data separation. 

3.​ Software Sales Funnel: 
○​ The video exists entirely as an infomercial to sell copies of the proprietary Excel 

macro tool ("Football Trading Super Simulator") with lifetime access links in the 
description. 
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