
Strategy Evaluation Checklist 

Criterion Status Notes 

Believable Core Logic ❌ Claims laying extreme long-shots (up to odds 
of 100.0) or blind bottom-rated horses yields 
a risk-free 97% strike rate without addressing 
the mathematical liability trap. 

Out-of-Sample 
Sustainability 

❌ Relies on small short-term variance windows 
(single weeks / single months) with no 
longitudinal out-of-sample data partitions or 
regression testing. 

Mathematically Likely 
to Succeed (+EV 
Focus) 

❌ Confuses high hit rates with positive expected 
value; ignores exchange commission drag, 
severe tail risk, and effective market pricing in 
UK racing. 

Robustness Against 
Overfitting / 
Survivorship Bias 

❌ Extreme cherry-picking: highlights individual 
big-price winners (15.0 and 14.5) while 
obscuring prolonged drawdowns and 
sequence-of-loss math. 

Sound Risk/Reward & 
Staking Model 

❌ Advocates laying horses at odds up to 100.0 
with £10 stakes (£990 liability per trade to win 
£9.80 net), which guarantees catastrophic 
account liquidation on variance clusters. 

Practical Market 
Execution 

❌ Ignores Betfair in-play order matching latency, 
slippage on high-odds lay requests, and the 
reality of market impact on low-liquidity 
selections. 



BS Factor Rating: 14 / 100 
(100 = Sound, mathematically robust, and achievable; 0 = Totally unbelievable, unsustainable, 
and guaranteed to fail) 

Critique & Score Justification 
This video by Trading The Market is a classic high-risk retail tipping and subscription sales pitch. 
It combines extreme survivorship bias, masked liability risk, and black-box subscription 
funnels. 

Key Breakdown of Flaws: 
1.​ The Extreme Lay Liability Trap (Laying up to 100.0 Odds): 

○​ The presenter boasts about a 97% strike rate laying bottom-rated horses and 
praises a community member willing to lay up to odds of 100.0. 

○​ Laying a 100.0 shot with a £10 stake requires risking £990 of liability to make a 
net profit of £9.80 (after 2% commission). In horse racing, genuine 100.0 
long-shots regularly win across multi-thousand race samples. A single loss wipes 
out over 101 consecutive winning trades. Promoting this as "proof it works" 
demonstrates a fundamental disregard for risk of ruin. 

2.​ Cherry-Picked Short-Term Runs vs. Statistical Significance: 
○​ Claims of making "£1,375 in a week" across 217 races or "163.76 points profit in 

March" rely entirely on short-term variance. In UK horse racing and greyhound 
markets, samples under several thousand trades carry zero statistical 
confidence. 

○​ Isolating two high-odds winners on a single Monday (15.0 and 14.5) to claim a 
permanent mathematical edge is classic narrative-fitting. 

3.​ Black-Box "Director's Box" Subscription Funnel: 
○​ The video explicitly states: "Mark and I do this for a living... but the edge behind it 

stays with us because if we gave it away it would no longer be an edge." 
○​ This is the quintessential hallmark of a tipping subscription funnel (£30/month 

Patreon). Instead of providing transparent, reproducible quantitative models, it 
hides underlying calculations behind proprietary ratings (SIQ / Trade Sense) and 
charges recurring fees for copy-trading tips. 
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